
are stepping up our effort to build strong relationships with County Judges 
across the state, particularly in heavily forested regions. We want to 
make sure we are proactive in our communication with County leaders 
when logging jobs are scheduled, work with Country Judges to minimize 
the impact to country roads, and seek solutions to challenges in order to 
provide win-win opportunities for everyone. You’ll see us exhibiting at the 
Association of County Judges meetings, setting up meetings where we 
operate and including the topic on the agenda for the 2017 AFA Annual 
Meeting in October so that we can build stronger relationships and 
partnerships.

Staying On Mission – AFA identifies and addresses emerging 
issues and we gather, filter and communicate that information to a 
wide range of audiences. We also listen to our members, ask their 
opinions and act on the information they share. We measure our 

communications impact, particularly our social media activities. AFA has 
more than 1,000 Facebook “likes.” Twitter continues to be the Association’s 
largest social media audience with over 3,700 followers. AFA’s Instagram 
presence is growing, with more than 200 followers interacting with the 
Association. Our weekly e-newsletter, TreeMail, informs members of the 
latest news in the forest industry. TreeMail continues to have an impressive 
readership, with 41% of members opening the document. 

Community – The Arkansas Log A Load For Kids program, which 
raises funds for Arkansas Children’s Hospital, has raised the most 
money of any Log A Load for Kids program in the country for 
the last five years. The Arkansas Log A Load for Kids program is 

committed to raising $1.5 million to fund the cardio-thoracic surgery unit 
endowment chair. Since the program’s inception in 1993, the Arkansas 
Log A Load For Kids program has raised over $9 million and funded four 
endowments including cardiovascular surgery, helicopter transport, 
radiology/imaging and emergency department and trauma unit. The Log 
A Load for Kids Emergency Department at ACH is named in honor of the 
generous support of the Arkansas Log A Load for Kids chapters.

Family Forests -- The leadership of the Arkansas Tree Farm 
Program recently attended the national leadership conference 
in Greenville, South Carolina. Arkansas’ state program is 
being recognized by its peers for setting the curve. Program 

Administrator, Jennifer Johnson, participated in a panel related to Best 
Management Practices within the state assessment process. The ATFP is in 
the process of converting to a fee-based program to comply with the State 
Voice State Choice initiative set forth by the American Forest Foundation. 
The Program has held several regional inspector meetings, has a scheduled 
inspector training and database training, and is hosting the 3rd Annual Tree 
Farmer Conference on June 2 in Morrilton, Arkansas.

Forestry Education--In 2016, the AFA Education Foundation 
conducted 21 Forest Landowner programs reaching 1,240 
participants representing over 700,000 forested acres in the 
state. These workshops provide information and resources to 

forest landowners on a variety of topics and issues. Rob Beadel, director 
of forestry education, conducted 33 Project Learning Tree workshops 
certifying 642 formal and non-formal educators in this award-winning 
environmental education curriculum. Rob has also presented at and/or 
participated in 24 classroom programs, summer camp sessions, forestry 
contests, civic meetings, and community events reaching 2,053 students, 
1,155 citizens, and 92 schools throughout Arkansas.

Advocacy -- AFA had a strong presence at the State Capitol from 
January to April as the 91st Arkansas General Assembly convened 
in regular session. The Association coordinated Forestry Day at the 
Capitol, which included 10 exhibits, a seedling give-away, and a 

luncheon for all members of the House and Senate, and staff. AFA worked a 
variety of issues, tracked numerous bills and provided a weekly Legislative 
Update to keep its members tuned in to the latest developments. 
Throughout the session AFA distributed sets of the popular legislative maps 
that include photos of all House and Senate members. After 60 days and 
the filing of over 2,000 bills, the efforts of AFA and its partners once again 
helped to protect the interests of the forestry community.

Voice of Forestry -- AFA’s vision is to be the respected leader 
and credible information source for all issues related to forestry 
and the opportunity to carry out that responsibility continues to 
grow. AFA touted the economic impact of forestry in Arkansas to 

Little Rock-area business leaders, members of the Magnolia Rotary Club 
and participants in the Little River Country Leadership class during the first 
quarter. Arkansas Business also reached out to AFA to learn more about the 
forestry community’s interest in immigration reform and the industry’s use 
of H2-B workers - temporary, seasonal tree planting employees primarily 
from Mexico and Central America.

Promoting Growth-- The Association is working hand-in-hand with 
the Arkansas Economic Development Commission to promote the 
state’s timber and forest products industry. The forestry sector 
is one of AEDC’s four primary targets for growth. AFA Executive 

Vice President Max Braswell recently filmed a short segment for a video 
designed to attract new forest industry to Arkansas and also sat down with 
ADEC director Mike Preston to talk forestry as part of a 20-minute social 
media blog that will reach a diverse audience. 

Focus on the Future – AFA’s new Emerging Leaders Program 
kicked-off in March with a goal of developing the next generation 
of leaders in the timber and forest products industry. The group 
of 23 young professionals, who are directly tied to the forestry 

community or a related field, will participate in tours, attend special 
programs, and learn from speakers who specialize in leadership training, 
communication skills and other forestry related subjects. The millennial 
generation makes up the largest population sector in America, with more 
than 98 million individuals, and AFA is committed to helping them grow and 
apply their skills and talents, today and in the future.

Demonstrating and Recognizing Leadership -- The timber 
and forest products community is blessed with a wealth of 
individuals who are capable of sharing their skills, talents and 
leadership ability. AFA plays a role by identifying, recruiting and 

nominating individuals to fill key leadership roles in our State. Governor 
Asa Hutchinson recently reappointed Ray Dillon to a nine-year term on 
the Arkansas Forestry Commission and Greg Hay, Territory Manager with 
Crop Production Services Timberland Division, was reappointed to serve on 
the Arkansas State Plant Board. In addition, one of AFA’s most respected 
members, Allen Bedell, was inducted into the Arkansas Agriculture Hall of 
Fame, joining an esteemed roster of individuals who have made significant 
contributions to agriculture and forestry in the state.

Building Relationships – The ability to transport our fiber and 
products efficiently is critical. That takes good roads and good 
relationships. That’s why AFA and a group of industry partners 
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10 things
AFA has done
for its members lately...

www.arkforests.org


